Clinical and laboratory diagnosis of invasive candida infection in neutropenic patients.
Cancer patients, especially those with acute leukaemia, represent a group that has the greatest risk for deep fungal infection. Almost no cases were seen before the advent of modern chemotherapy, and prior to the availability of antibacterial agents, less than 5% of patients with acute leukaemia died of fungal infection. These infections are now responsible for 40% or more of the deaths at some institutions. Candida species continues to be the most common fungal pathogen. Rapid and specific diagnosis of invasive candiosis enabling early effective therapy is therefore an important measure for reducing mortality in patients. Here the current status of clinical and laboratory diagnosis of invasive candida infection in neutropenic patients is discussed and recommendations made as to future development programmes.